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pictures of scenes from Shakespeare. The large., heavily-bound
family Bible, standing on a pedestal table, occupied a promi-
nent place in the parlor. It was a typical middle-class home of
the early and middle 1800's.
Into this setting on the second day of September, 1839, ar-
rived a boy—strong, husky, and blue-eyed—who in due course
was taken to St. Paul's Protestant Episcopal Church,3 by his
father, a vestryman, and there baptized "Henry/'
Henry George's father, the son of a sea captain, was born
in New Brunswick, New Jersey. After one sea voyage, however,
he had settled in Philadelphia. There he took a clerical post in
the Customs House. He had married Miss Louisa Lewis, who
bore him two sons. But wife and children had died, leaving
him with a young adopted daughter whom he placed in a
small private school conducted by Catherine and Mary Val-
lance.
John Vallance, the father of these two young schoolmis-
tresses,4 was bom in Glasgow, Scotland, and had been brought
to Philadelphia as an infant. There he later married <Mafgaret
Pratt, granddaughter of the goldsmith Henry Pratt,5 who was
a friend of Benjamin Franklin and a member of his Junta. Mar-
garet Pratt's uncle, Matthew Pratt, the painter,6 had made
Franklin's first portrait. John Vallance, well known as an en-
graver of portraits and encyclopedia plates, was one of the
founders of the Association of Artists in America.7 When he
died in 1823 two of his daughters turned to teaching. It was
in their school that Richard S. H. George wooed and won Cath-
erine Pratt Vairance.
Caroline Latimer George was the first child of this marriage;
she was followed by Henry, Jane Vallance, and Catherine Pratt
George. As the family grew (there were ten children, eight of
whom lived) with the addition of Thomas Latimer, John Val-
lance, Chloe Pratt, and Morris Reid George, they moved from
the small house on Tenth Street to a larger one at Third and
Queen. Aunt Mary Vallance—"one of those sweet and patient
souls who, in narrow circles, live radiant lives" 8—continued to
make her home with them and acted as the children's second
mother.
Before he met Catherine Vallance, Mr. George had left the
Customs House and had gone into the business of publishing
books for the Protestant Episcopal church. For a time he main-
tained a bookstore at Fifth and Chestnut Streets. He was a

